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likely that pilgrims to Borne had carried them in their
bonnets !

But incipient geologists, from the discovery of the
shells so far from the sea, believed that the sea must
once have covered the whole earth. There were many
things that seemed to confirm this belief. The ancient
Egyptians had deified the Nile. Out of water came
that abundant fertility which made the riches and the
strength of Egypt. Homer and Hesiod had traced
the origin of all things to Oceanus and Tethys. Thales
supposed water the first element of Nature, and the
Book of Genesis says that the Spirit of God brooded
over the face of the deep. The marine origin of the
world, and all that is therein, was set forth by Do
Maillet, one of the early students of what is now the
science of geology. He found, or at least thought he
found, the bones of men, animals, and reptiles, with
oyster and coral shells, all mingled together, and
petrified into hard rock. He could only account
for their being there by the action of the sea
when the masses were soft and liquid. He said that
petrified ships had been dug up on the tops of the
Alps and the Apennines, and that keels, anchors, and
masts had been found among the sands of Libya. On
a Swiss mountain there had been discovered the petri-
fied bodies of sixty mariners, who had been ship-
wrecked in a storm before the beginning of the Egyp-
tian chronology. But unnumbered ages previous to
that era the ocean embraced the seeds of all things in
one mass of homogeneous protoplasm.

Before man had come to the perfection of his being,
it was necessary to suppose that he had existed as a